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DERMATOLOGY IN GENERAL PRACTICE. By Sig-
mund S. Greenbaum, M.D., F.A.C.P., Professor of Clinical
Dermatology and Syphilology, University of Pennsylvania
Graduate School of Medicine, with the collaboration of
Lester W. Burket, M.D., D.D.S., S. Gordon Castigliano, B.S.,
M.D., F.A.C.S., William T. Johnson, M.D., Samuel Lisker,
M.D., John B. Ludy, B.A., M.D., Theodore Melnick, M.D.
and Herbert W. Wade, M.D. Cloth. Price $12. Pages 889
with 846 illustrations, 20 in color. F. A. Davis Co., Philadel-
phia, 1947.

This is a new text written especially "for the busy practi-
tioner, the undergraduate, and for all those who from time
to time may require information on the major clinical, diag-
nostic, and therapeutic facts about a particular dermatosis."
The subject matter is presented in clear, well-spaced type

with two columns to a page. The diseases are discussed in
alphabetical order with no attempt to group them according
to etiology, types of lesions, etc. The illustrations are of good
quality but there are practically no photomicrographs of
histopathological sections or parasites except in the chapter
on cancer.
The subject of Dermatology and Syphilology is covered in

a fairly comprehensive manner. The chapter on cancer covers
98 pages and is written by an oncologist rather than a
dermatologist. Without desiring to criticize the thoroughness
with which such an important subject is treated, neverthe-
less most dermatologists would be struck by the fact that
many of the conditions presented represent serious and far
advanced types of cases which dermatologists are not called
upon to treat. Many dermatologists as well as others qualified
to express an opinion might take exception to the statement
that "today it is generally conceded that radiation is usually
the primary treatment of choice for lesions about the head
and neck," feeling that perhaps electrosurgical procedures
such as the high frequency cutting current might be a safer
method for the destruction of squamous cell epitheliomas of
the lip, neck, face, etc.

Incidentally epithelioma is not listed in the index. The
subject is indexed under cancer. There are several other
omissions in the index, such as pityriasis alba, lichen urti-
catus, aphthous, stomatitis, etc. One would expect such a
common condition as canker sore to appear in the index
either as such or as one of its synonyms. Although not in-
dexed, it is discussed under herpes simplex even though its
identity with this condition is still a matter of debate.

In discussing insect bites, the statement is made that
"Trombicula irritans (pulex penetrans) is the chigger found
in America." The present accepted term for the American
"chigger" is Leptus rileyi, formerly known as leptus irritans,
trombidium or trombicula irritans, etc., which is the six-
legged larva of an eight-legged red mite. This has nothing
whatever to do with Pulex penetrans (now known as tunga
penetrans) which is a tropical flea and has also been desig-
nated as chigoe and jigger.

California physicians will probably take exception to in-
dexing coccidiomycosis under "California disease." They will
also note that the disease is discussed under the heading of
coccidiodal granuloma and that no mention is made of the
fact that the disease usually begins as an acute respiratory
infection, is often followed by erythema nodosum-like lesions
on the legs and that in only a comparatively few cases do
the granulomatous lesions develop. Without mentioning these
facts and merely stating that "coccidiodal granuloma . . .

is endemic in Southern California" and later that "This
disease is, however, usually fatal," gives an impression quite
contrary to the facts. This reviewer in a period of 28 years of
practice limited to Dermatology and Syphilology has seen
only one private patient with coccidiodal granuloma.
The section on fungus infections would have been more

useful if the author had described the very simple method of
preparing extemporaneous slides of skin scrapings in KOH

and illustrated by photomicrographs the difference between
fungi and artefacts. There is no subject in Dermatology more
abused than the incorrect labelling of various and sundry
conditions as fungus infections without adequate evidence.

Finally, acne vulgaris does not appear in the index. The
subject is adequately discussed, however. I am sure that
many dermatologists would not agree that the recommended
course of eight weekly doses of 75 R units of x-ray was ade-
quate and that "the result of several courses [as recom-
mended] would result in excessive dryness, atrophy and
telangiectasis." The recommendation of covering the scalp
hair and ears in treating acne by fractional doses of Roentgen
therapy seems unnecessary and cumbersome.
The utmost caution should be observed in the use of

Roentgen therapy and the best advice would be for the
general practitioner not to employ it unless he has had spe-
cial training in a dermatological center. From the therapeutic
point of view many dermatologists would feel that eight
treatments of 75 Roentgens each would be a waste of their
time and their patients' money inasmuch as five to seven
treatments more would be safe and less than that might fail
to accomplish the objective. From a medico-legal standpoint
it is somewhat dangerous to state that two or three such
courses totalling 16 to 24 doses would lead to atrophy and
telangiectasia. This is certainly contrary to the general
experience. Obviously, one could not give an indefinite num-
ber of treatments and practically all dermatologists would
agree that a total of 30 doses of 75 Roentgens each given
in two or three courses of 10 to 15 doses each and separated
by intervals of 6 to 12 months would be a safe maximum.

In spite of the above criticisms this book will doubtless
find a place in the library of many physicians because of its
comprehensive coverage of the subject and its alphabetical
arrangement of diseases, which makes for easy reference.

* * *

GIFFORD'S TEXTBOOK OF OPHTHALMOLOGY. By
Frances H. Adler. Revised Fourth Edition. W. B. Saunders
Company, Philadelphia, 1947.

Dr. Adler is to be thanked for his splendid contribution to
our medical literature by the continuing of Dr. Gifford's
work.
The book is a revised edition of Dr. Sanford Gifford's text-

book which was well received in the past.
The book primarily was designed for medical students

and general practitioners, but much of the material will be
of benefit to the ophthalmologist.
The book is very well organized as to subject matter, and

the illustrations in both color and black and white are excel-
lent. An ophthalmologist wishing to be an instructor could
derive great benefit from the organization of the subject
matter in this book.
There are five chapters in the book namely, four, five,

seventeen, nineteen, and twenty which should be read not
only by general practitioners but by anyone interested in
ophthalmology.

* * *

400 YEARS OF A DOCTOR'S LIFE. By George Rosen,
M.D., and Beate Caspari Rosen, M.D. Henry Schuman.
Price $5.00.

This interesting olla podrida of medical lives consists of a
series of abstracts from the biographies, letters and writings
of some 80 physicians, ranging from Theophrastus von
Hohenheim to Gordon Seagrave. The authors have chosen
passages which they regard as most revealing of the basic
character and qualities of the man or woman in question . . .
largely autobiographical in origin.
The anthology is arranged in ten sections, ranging from

"Early Years," through "Medical Student," "Teaching" and
"Political Days" to "Reflection on Life and Death." Many
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of the best abstracts are already well known to students,
e.g. those of Par6, Sims, Osler, Zinsser, etc. Some reflect the
repetitiousness of human experience. For example, from
Jean Chaptal:
"One day Fressines came to tell me that a cadaver had

just been delivered to his particular amphitheater. We went
there immediately; I found the body of a young man who
had died four or five hours earlier of an inflammation of the
lungs. I recognized this young man as having helped me
pick up the balls when I was playing pall-mall, and this
circumstance made me feel ill at ease. Nevertheless, I set
about dissecting him, but at the first stroke of the scalpel on
the cartilages that connect the ribs with the sternum, the
cadaver placed the right hand on the heart, and the head
moved feebly. The scalpel fell from my hands and I fled
in fright. From this moment on, I abandoned the study of
anatomy."
Some of the most appealing lines are those of Albert

Schweitzer in which he explains why he decided to become
a medical missionary, how he happened to choose Equatorial
Africa as a milieu, and the source of his initial support. A
Christian physician.
The authors are medical graduates of the University of

Berlin, and have edited "Ciba Symposia," the "Journal of
the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences" amongst other
interests. The book runs slightly over 400 pages, is neatly
finished and can be recommended to all who have a bedside
table and a lamp.

* * *

CALCIFIC DISEASE OF THE AORTIC VALVE. By
Howard T. Karsner, M.D., and Simon Koletsky, M.D. J. B.
Lippincott Co., Philadelphia.

This monograph represents the most complete and up-to-
date discussion of the subject available in the literature.
The authors present convincing evidence of the rheumatic
etiology of calcific disease of the aortic valve. The etiology
of this condition has been the subject of controversial opin-
ions in the past and the study presented in the monograph
has been greatly needed. Karsner and Koletsky analyze 200
autopsied cases of calcific aortic valve disease with a critical
discussion of the clinical features, pathologic anatomy and
emphasis on the gross and microscopic stigmata of rheumatic
cardiac disease. The authors conclude that definite evidence
of rheumatic disease was found in 196 of the 200 cases; in
one the evidence was entirely negative while in three the
evidence was suspicious.
The scholarly approach to the subject, the well-known

authoritarian character of the authors, the statistical data
and the excellent pathologic discussion all combine to make
this book most valuable. It can be highly recommended to
all interested in the subject, and should prove of especial
interest to pathologists and cardiologists.

* * *

SYMPTOMS AND SIGNS IN CLINICAL MEDICINE. By
E. Noble Chamberlain. Fourth Edition. The Williams &
Wilkins Company, 1947. Price $8.00.

This book is written by an English author primarily for
the student who is beginning his work in clinical medicine.
As such it inevitably must be compared with American
textbooks on physical djagnosis. It goes beyond the usual
text on physical diagnosis in that the author has classified
symptoms and signs into the various systems of the body and
has attempted the further step of discussion of these signs
and symptoms as part of some of the commoner or more
important pathological diagnoses. He also mentions briefly
certain special laboratory or instrumental investigations
which may be used to confirm the impression gained by
the examiner. In addition, there are short chapters devoted
to medical operations and instrumental investigations, radi-
ology and clinical pathology.

In the reviewer's opinion this book. compares very favor-
ably with the various standard American texts. In general,
it is clearly and concisely written. The paper and printing
are good. The black and white illustrations, of which there
are a great many, are fairly good; the color photographs are
poor; the diagrams are excellent. It is not as complete as
some American texts but it has the merit of brevity. And
the presentation of signs and symptoms in relation to disease
complexes is one which will make the student learn faster.
Too much space, proportionally, has been given to the

nervous systems-110 pages, or almost one-third of the total
number, exclusive of the special chapters. The cardiovascular
system gets only 46 pages and the respiratory system 41. In
contrast, the thirteenth edition of Cabot and Adams' Physical
Diagnosis, a book of 833 pages, allots the nervous system
only 67 pages whereas the cardiovascular system gets 171
and the respiratory system 123 pages.
The author's recommendations with regard to special in-

vestigation and the chapters on investigations and on clinical
pathology require revision to be of practical use to American
students. Such instruments as Dudgeon's sphymograph and
Mackenzie's polygraph belong to the history of medicine
and to any cardiologist who may wish to use them but do
not deserve description in a beginner's text. Nor is there
practical need for one and a half pages devoted to the estima-
tion of urea in the urine by Little's Nitrometer. Especially
when electrocardiography must be contracted into four and
one-half pages.
A few passages which the reviewer considers bad may be

mentioned. On page 47, after correctly stating that Koplik's
spots are located on the buccal mucous membrane the author
exhibits a colored plate (borrowed from French's index of
diagnosis) which show them on the lower lip! The descrip-
tion of angina pectoris and its differentiation from coronary
thrombosis are done in a vague and confusing manner, remi-
niscent of the knowledge of 35 years ago (pp. 97-98). On
page 101 the edema of hypothyroidism and of lymphatic
blockage is wrongly ruled not edema but "more solid swell-
ing!" On page 105 the student is advised "if the index finger
of each hand is placed on the radial pulse and an attempt
is made to obliterate this with the upper finger, the dis-
appearance of the pulse can be noted by the lower finger ...
in cases where instrumental estimation seems unnecessary."
The discussion on heart murmurs and their causes is con-
fusing as is such a remark as "allergy also causes a large
flabby tongue" (p. 159).

* * *

ATLAS OF BACTERIOLOGY. By R. Cranston Low,
M.D., F.R.C.P.E., Bacteriology Department University of
Edinburgh, and T. C. Dodds, F.I.M.L.T., Laboratory
Supervisor to the Department of Pathology, University
of Edinburgh. 168 Illustrations of which 167 are in color.
The Williams and Wilkins Company, 1947. Price $8.50.

This manual consists of colored illustrations portraying the
colonial appearance of bacteria on culture media and in
stained smears. Direct color photomicrography has been
utilized wherever possible but technical difficulties required
the preparation of water color drawing in most instances.
The book is obviously a labor of love on the part of the

authors and has been beautifully and meticulously prepared
and printed. In spite of this fact, it is impossible to recom-
mend it for the purpose for which it was intended: the
instruction of the undergraduate in bacteriology. The, most
satisfactory drawings of bacteria bear little relationship to
their actual appearance and cannot be substituted for experi-
ence with stained smears and the microscope.
The book was shown by the reviewer to a number of medi-

cal students and technicians who had recently completed
courses in elementary bacteriology. All agreed that it would
have been of no value whatever to them,


